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Long Beach WRAP
         Lesson Title or Topic: Taste Buds
Program Leader: _____________________________          Date: __________


Grade Level: 6-8th    School Site: __________________________

Materials Needed: (List)
1. Q tips, solutions of sugar and water, salt and water, tonic mix (bitter) and vinegar and water (sour)
2. Cup of water to rinse with and paper towel to dry your tongue after each rinse
3. Paper and pencils to make a chart, include the following on the chart
Preparation Time:  
10 min 
Lesson time:  30 min
Content Standard(s) Structure and Functions of Living Systems
What will be learned from this activity? (Objective)
1. Students will learn what areas of the tongue are sensitive to sweet, sour, bitter and salty? 
Steps of the lesson: (Scientific Method of Investigation) 

Introduction: (Questions/Hypothesis): 
1. Do all people have the same reaction to taste?
2. What are the parts of the tongue that taste sweet, sour, bitter and salty? 
Instruction: 
1. Internet research on taste buds and the tongue. 
Activity: (Procedure) 
1. Have the students work in groups of three.  One person will be tested while the others record the results. 
2. Mix your four solutions and have four Q tips per person to test.  Put the Q tips in each solution.  Place the Q tip on the edges of the tongue starting at tip and working your way to the back of the tongue. Have the person being tested tell you which part of the tongue was the most sensitive.  Record the results and then dispose of the Q tip, rinse and dry your tongue for the next solution and repeat. 
3. Rotate the positions and record the results.
4. Have the students develop a graph or chart to represent the group’s results.
Closure: (Conclusions/Results)  
1. Was everyone in your group/class able to distinguish between the four basic tastes?
2. Was one area of the tongue more sensitive than the others?  Was age a factor?

3. Make a class graph or chart to show the results.
