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Long Beach WRAP
         Lesson Title or Topic: All Thumbs
Program Leader: _____________________________          Date: __________


Grade Level: 6-8th    School Site: __________________________

Materials Needed: (List)
1. Masking tape, scissors, paper clips, comb, pencil and paper.
Preparation Time:  
5 min 
Lesson time:  30 min
Content Standard(s) Evolution 
What will be learned from this activity? (Objective)
1. Students will be asked to perform everyday activities to understand the importance of the opposable thumb.
Steps of the lesson: (Scientific Method of Investigation) 
Introduction: (Questions/Hypothesis): 
1. What is the importance of an opposable thumb in primate evolution?
Instruction: 
1. Have the students make a list of the characteristics of human’s compared to other animals. The conversation should lean towards how hands are different than most (Wings, Paws, Fins, etc.).  Also talk about how our hands are important to manipulate tools and do everyday activities. 
2. Research evolution on the internet “Opposable Thumb.” (optional)
Activity: (Procedure) 
1. Tape your thumbs to the sides of your hands.  Then, try to complete the tasks that are listed below.  Be careful not to use your thumbs.
· Pick up a piece of paper.  Pick up a pen or pencil from the table top.  Use it to write your name on the piece of paper. 
· Sharpen a pencil.

· Cut a circle out of a piece of paper using scissors. 
· Comb your hair. 
· Tie your shoelaces.
· Be creative and add some other activities.
Closure: (Conclusions/Results) 
1. Is the task more difficult with or without an opposable thumb? 
2. How did you have to change your usual technique in order to complete this task?
3. Do you think animals without opposable thumbs would carry out this task on a regular basis?  Why or why not? 
