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Long Beach WRAP
 Lesson Title or Topic: Long Beach G.S.I. (Geo-Scene Investigation)
Program Leader: _____________________________          Date: __________


Grade Level: 6-8th    School Site: __________________________

Materials Needed: (List)

1. Computer with Internet access, Overhead projector and personal journals
Preparation Time:  20 min

Lesson time: 45 min – 2 days
Content Standard(s) Earth Science
What will be learned from this activity? (Objective) 

1. Identify and discuss the 6 essential elements of geography to interpret landscape
2. Incorporate their findings into a journal entry (sketch and mental map)

3. Acquire geographic skills

Steps of the lesson: (Scientific Method of Investigation) 
Introduction: (Questions/Hypothesis): 

1. Have you ever watched the T.V. show C.S.I. in Miami or NY (Crime Scene Investigation)? 
2. What does the CSI team investigate?
3. What does the term “Geo” mean?
a. Geo means earth and or land

Instruction: 

1. Explain to students that one aspect of geography is an understanding of land, and what its uses are. Write the names of the six essential elements of geography on the board or a blank overhead transparency:
a. The world in spatial terms (locations)

1. Where might this place be located?

b. Place and Regions
i. What is special about this place?

ii. What makes it different from other places?

iii. How is this place like others near or around it?
c. Physical Systems
i. What physical processes shape the features and patterns of the places?

ii. What is the weather/climate like?
d. Human Systems
i. How might people, goods, and ideas travel into and out of this place?
e. Environment and Society
i. How have people affected this environment?

ii. How can this environment affect people?
f. Uses of Geography
i. How do physical and human features influence historical, current, or future events?

2. Explain that these elements help us understand more about our land and our relationships with it.

3. Ask students what they think is meant by each of the elements.  Write their responses under each element.
4. After they have shared their thoughts, offer the following guided questions to clarify the elements: (reference # 1 question)

Activity: (Procedure) 
1. Divide the class into six groups.
2. Assign each group one of the six essential elements of geography.

3. Display the landscape transparency again.
4. Give each group 5 minutes to brainstorm answers to the related questions about the landscape and to record their ideas.

5. Allow groups to share some of their findings.

Closure: (Conclusions/Results) 

1. How did this information compare with the original observations?
2. How would they enhance their sketches or mental maps to incorporate what they learned through their geography detective work?
